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morality, she never wavered from her monogamous
principles. She was deeply shocked by the frivolous
sexual attitude displayed by her contemporaries, such
as Catherine of Russia or Madame de Pompadour.
Maria Theresa abhorred promiscuity, but she was never
able to impress her own rigid standards on her sur-
roundings. Unlike Queen Victoria, whom she re-
sembled in so many respects, she did not create the
spirit of an age; instead, she stood apart from the one
in which she lived. She was a striking exception to the
morality of her own time, not the founder of a new code
of morals,

Maria Theresa was unique among rulers of the
eighteenth century, for she took marriage seriously.
Her husband, Francis of Lorraine, was her only lover,
and she bore him sixteen children. Had she not been
a ruling Queen she would have devoted her entire life
to serving him, as she believed that women should serve
their husbands, but her Cause forced her to subject her
own personal family to the interests of her larger family,
the Habsburgs.

Maria Theresa's peculiar simplicity of character was
reflected throughout her public life, which was governed
by her one consuming passion: her fanatical loyalty
to the House of Habsburg. Her devotion to her family,
to its power and position, was the decisive impulse
behind all of her statesmanship, her thoughts, her
ambitions, and her emotions. She loathed Frederick
the Great of Prussia because, with an intuition rare in a
*oman as unimaginative as she wa$, she felt that he
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